
672

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

INTERESTING CASE OF CHRONIC TU:lIOUR OF

THE THIGH.

TnE following case of chronic tumour in
the thigh, which is at present in the Hospi-
tal under the care of Mr. Morgan, has ex-
cited considerable attention. Allan Burns,
in his Surgical Anatomy of the Head and
Neck," where treating of tumours, very
justly observes, " That it would be a most
desirable object with the surgeon to become
acquainted with the criteria by -which he
would be enabled to distinguish those tu-
mours which were of a specific from those
which were of a simple nature." But sub-

sequently he admits, that we cannot, a 7)ri&ucirc;ri,
determine with certainty on the structure
’of tumours, that we can only form a " rude
notion" of the nature of swellings in the

living patient, seeing that " tumours essen-
tially different in their nature, present ex-
ternally similar features." However, if &pound;
the principle be conceded, which we have
on a former occasion contended for, that tu-

g mours, primarily simple, may afterwards
assume a specific or malignant character,
the diagnosis of tumours is of less import-
ance, as in this case, the one rule of prac-
tice would necessarily be, extirpation of the
diseased parts.
CASE.-J. N, 57 years of age, acarpen-

ter, apparently in good health, and, accord-
ing to his own description, a man of teiiipe-
rate habits, was admitted into Cornelius
ward on the 27th of June, with an exten-
sive tumour of the left tlugh.
The account which he gave of the disease

was, that it had existed three years, com-
mencing with a hard swelling on the inside
of the thigh, of the size of a nut, which was
moveable. He imputed its origin to injury
from violent exertion ; it went on gradually
and progressively increasing in size for up-
wards of eighteen months, when it began to
enlarge rapidly, and at the same time the
leg was swollen and painful. Being unable
to pursue his ordinary occupation, he went
into St. Thomas’s Hospital, under the care
of Mr. Tyrrell, where he remained for seve-
ral weeks, and eventually left, but slightly
lelieved. It was the opinion of Mr. Tyrrell,
(and we believe also of Mr. Green,) that
the swelling was of a fungoid character, and
an operation was proposed, to which, how-
ever, the patient would not assent.
The tumour is of the size of a double fist,

occupying the middle and inner part of the
thigh, very hard and inelastic, irregular on
its surface, and immoveable. Its base has

apparently very extensive attachments to
the parts beneath, leading to the impression

of the disease commencing from the bone,and radiating amongst the adductor muscles.
The sartorius muscle can be distinctly traced
to the tumour, and to some extent over its
surface, but further on it cannot be distin-
guished, having, as we may suppose, be-
come attenuated from the pressure of the
tumour. On the outer side of the swelling,there are two distinct projections, each of
about the size of a nut, and these are some-
what softer than the general mass.

There are large veins, running over the
surface of the swelling, and the integuments
covering it are rendered very tense by the
protrusion of the disease beneath, but they
are not discoloured at any part. In the
outer part of the groin, immediately above
Poupart’s ligament, there is slight glandular
enlargement, and the veins at this part have
a hardened feel, and varicose appearance.
The man complains of a dull aching pain in
the thigh, it does not, however, prevent
him from sleeping well, and his general
health is upon the whole good. Mr. llor-

gan, after having carefully examined the
case several times, declared his opinion to
be, that the disease was of a fungoid cha-
racter, and therefore proposed to the pa-
tient amputation of the limb, but previous
to the adoption of this measure, he wished
for the opinion of Sir Astley Cooper. The

patient accordingly was seen by Sir Astley,
who very decidedly expressed his belef,
that the disease had nothing specific or ma-
lignant in its nature, but was a simple
chronic tumour. The treatment which Sir

Astley recommended, was very firm pies-
sure to be made over the swelling, with a
view of producing absorption.

I The plan of treatment proposed has beensteadily pursued for several weeks, very
firm pressure being kept up constantly by
means of sheet-lead and a bandage; the
effect has been, the lessening of the tumour
to the extent of two inches and a half, that
is, the limb is so much less in circumference ;
with this exception its external characters
remain the same.
The patient remains in the Hospital for

the present, and we shall notice the result
of the case. We have thought it worthy of
relation now, that any of our readers may
avail themselves of an opportunity of perso-
nal inspection.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

E. Z. is altogether in error. The para-
graph respecting the lawsuits, in our last
Number, does not apply to any gentleman
residing at Paddington, or within tive iniles
of that place. Other Correspondents must
stand over.


